2 


Pp 
* 
bo, THE 


CHARACTER 
OF W 


Diſbanded Courtier. 


I nn 


To-day is ſo like Yeſterday, -it cheats; 
We take the lying Siſter for the ſame. 


Young's Night Thoughts, 


LO N D O N: 


Printed for G. BunxN RTT, at Biſhop Burnett's 
Head, near Arundel-freet, in the S/rand. 1763, 


. 
a 
. 
f 
* 


4 


THE 


CHARACTER 
ä 
Diſbanded Courtier. 
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To Day is ſo like Yeſterday, it cheats; 
Me take the lying Siſter for the ſame. 
- Young's Night Thoughts. 


— E was born with an afpiring Mind, 
H by much too high flown for his 
Quality and his Eſtate. 


His dexterity in doing ill, made him 
thought capable of performingadmirably well, 
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if ever he came to be employed and entruſted. 
He was preferred for Ability, to high Degrees 
of Honour and Office; admitted into the Ca- 
binet Councils ; made acquainted with all the 
ſecret Wheels (and could tell how many 
Cogs there were in each Wheel) upon which 
the great Engine of State was turned, and 
kept in Motion ; by the Favour of his Prince, 
he acquired ſufficient Riches to ſupport the 
Splendor of a new raiſed TO 


His Glory was {o enkibarthy eien 
that there were but few Perſons below the 
Crown ſeemed above him; and nothing-was 
wanting to render his Felicity as laſting as 
Nature intended his Life, but a Heart that 
knew how to be grateful to a moſt Munifient 
Benefafor. He thought all the Favours and 
Honours he enjoyed were leſs than the Re- 
ward of his Merit : That thought puffed him 
with Pride; ſuch a fort of Pride, as is com- 
monly attended with an irrecoverable fall, 
(which was his Fortune) and at his fall (like 
that of his Predeceſſor) might very well 
have been —_ os to you, the Inha- 
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5 
bitants of the Earth, fer the Devil is come d1wn 
among you. | 


Open Revenge againſt his Sovereign, be- 
ing too dangerous to attempt, he preſently re- 
ſolves upon ſecret : He expoſes all the Weak- 
neſſes and Infirmities of the Court (from 
which no Court is free) and where he can 
find no real faults, he feigns imaginary ones, 
and paſſes them off for current. By this new 
and falſe Optick, he repreſents every mole- 
hill of miſtake in the publick Adminiſtra- 
tion, for a Mountain as tall as Teneriff, and 
as dangerous as the Top of Etna ; nay, he 
multiplies and magnifies the very Miſcar- 
riages, which were the Effect of his own 
evil Council. He amuſes the free'ſt Nation 
in the Univerſe with wild Humours, and ex- 
. .travagant apprehenſions of Slavery, under the 

Government of a Prince, who, in Acts of 
| Favour, Mercy, and Clemency, has exceeded 
all his predeceſſors. He fills the Heads of 
the People full with whimſical Fears of fan- 
taſtick Devils (Chimera's which only his Ma- 
lice has raiſed) on purpoſe to frighten them 
out of their Loya/ty and their Wits, and pre- 
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pare and ripen them for Bedlam, or for Re- 
bellion. He makes the pretences of Liberty, 
the Stirrup to get up, and Religion, the Steed 
he rides, in Purſuit of his monſtrous De- 
ſigns. ES | 


With theſe Pretences he cheats the Inno- 
cent, and, promiſing to open their Eyes, 
ſerves them as the Apoſtate Angel did our 
Parents in Paradiſe, only blows into them 
the Duſt of Diſobedience, and robs them of 
thoſe Jewels he pretends to beſtow, viz. Li- 
berty and Religion; which are both ſo much 
talked of and both ſo little underſtood. 


Being a Gentleman of little or no Religion 
himſelf, he ſeems, for all that, to eſpouſe 
every Diviſion and Sub-diviſion of it; every 
Faction and. Perſon who are bold enough to 
ſtand ſtiff in Oppoſition againſt the well 
ſettled Government. What avails it, that he is 
in his own Nature a frugal Man? He keeps 
open Heuſe for Entertainment of all ſuch 
State Malecontents, without Conſideration 
either of Qualities or Qualifications: And 


what is he the better for being temperate him- 
ſelf, 
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ſelf, fo long as he accompanies and carouſes, 
and contracts Intimacy and Amity with the 
lewdeſt Debauchees, that he thinks will help 
to forward his private Intrigues ? He becomes 
all things to all Men in the very worſt of 
Senſes ; perverting the Deſign of St. Paul, 
that he may, at leaſt, delude ſome to be as 
bad as himſelf. 


Having loſt his Honour with his Prince, 
and Reputation with the beſt of Men, he 
cringes, creeps and ſneaks to the loweſt and 
baſeſt of the People, to procure himſelf among 
them an empty, vain-glorious, and unde- 
| ſerved Name, the Patriot of his Country. 
And, laſtly, hoping to be made the tle 
Head of the great Rabble, he perſuades them 
to believe, that they are all betrayed ; en- 
courages them to ſtrike home againſt the 
Enemies of the King and Kingdom (POS 
at the faithfulleſt apt moſt affeftonate Ser- 
vants to both) well knowing that the 
mighty Fabrick can never be ſhaken, till its 
main Pillars and Supporters are by Cunning 
and fly Stratagem, either deſtroyed or under- 
mined 

By 
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By this may appear the Weakneſs of that 
modern Piece of State Policy, Oblige your 
Enemies, your Friends you are ſure of already ; | 


and the tranſcendent Wiſdom of Solomon's 


Advice, Let thy own Friend, and thy Pather's 
Friend, never be forſaken. 


Such was the Character of a diſbanded 
Courtier in the Year 1681. To which 1 
will ſubjoin an Event (laſt it ſhould be forgot- 
ten) which happened in the Year 1760. 


1 that Vear a Prince came to the Throne 
who is endowed with all the Requiſites, both 
of Body and Mind, to attract the Eyes and 
win the Hearts of his Subjects: He came to 
it by Hereditary Right ; but received it like 
an Elective Prince, with the unanimous Voice 
and Affection of every individual Subject. 


A brave and generous Prince could not ſee 
all Party Diſtinction ceaſe, and ſo favourable 


an Opportunity to unite a divided People, 
without embracing it. Juſtice and Gratitude 


(#1 may be allowed the Expreſſion) dictated 
to 
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to his Majeſty ſo to do; and from that In- 
ſtant it has appeared, that his Majeſty was 
determined to employ, indiſcriminately, Men 
(without Regard to Party Diſtinction) of 
Probity and Worth, in the great Offices of 
State : And, notwithſtanding a Faction may 
be formed to deſtroy a Meaſure ſo juſt and 
equitable, it cannot be doubted, but the de- 
luded and miſtaken Part of the Kingdom will 
ſoon know how to apply to themſelves the 
Artifices made uſe of in the Portrait of a diſ- 
banded Courtier, delineated above; and not 
become the Dupes of a Faction that mean 
only to fiſh for themſelves with the proflitutive. 
Baits of Regard to Religion, to Liberty, and 

Love to their Country, 


The ſenſible. Author of the Conſiderations 
on the German War, has (as he informs the 
Reader) from a fair and accurate Calcula- 
tion, found, that a Ship of five Hundred 
Tons, loaded with folid Gold, would not re- 
fund us the Money that has been paid in Sub- 
ſidies, and the Support of our Troops on the 
Continent, during the late War: The War has 
ſubſiſted two Years ſince that Calculation was 


made; 
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made; and it is very well known, that 8 
the laſt Vear that this incredible Expence 
was ſupported in all Parts of the Globe, 
twenty Guineas was frequently given for a 
ſingle Recruit ; and ten and twelve Guineas 
was the common Sum offered by recruiting 
Officers. Nor were Men to be got, even at 
that immenſe Price; and if they could, where 
is the Man, that will be hardy enough to ſay, 
that this Nation under ſo heavy a Debt, could 
ſupport it ? I therefore . appeal to common 
ſenſe, whether any Peace almoſt was not to 
be coveted, under ſuch Circumſtances, and 
what Reaſon there is for the falſe Aſſertions 
continually thrown out; calling it, an ig 
minicus and diſhonourable Peace. 

All diſpaſſionate People conſider the Peace 
to be a good one; and all diſintereſted and true 
Lovers of their Country, would have accept-, 
ed one on Terms leſs advantageous to this 
Nation ; not to mention .that univgrſal Be- 
nevolence and Humanity that poſſeſſes the 
Hearts of thoſe whoſe underſtanding is ſuf- 
ficiently opened to conſider themſelves as Ci- 
tizens of the whole World, and rejoice to 
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ſee a ſtop put to the effuſion of human Blood ; 
under this conſideration, what muſt thoſe 
People be, who, with falſe and felfiſh pre- 
tences, are wickedly ſtirring up diſſention and 
diſſatisfaction to the State in general, and 
againſt one Perſon in particular, who has been 
inſtrumental in bringing about an event ſo con- 
ſiſtent with humanity to all Mankind, and 6 
neceſſary and beneficial to the Trade and Fe- 
licity of this happy Iſland ; for ſoit is, and fo I 
doubt not it will continue ; notwithſtanding 
theſe inflammatory Merbodiſtical State Bawlers, 
who would make the ſimple Multitude 
believe, that neither their Perſons or Proper- 
ties are to be truſted in any other Hands than 
their own, 


T cannot ſhew how eaſily the commonalty 
of the People are led into prejudice and ab- 
ſurdity, better than by finiſhing this Paper 
with a Story told in one publiſhed laſt Satur- 
day, under the title of A North Briton Sin- 


gular and Extraordinary ; the Story is a good 


one, and the Author I am perſuaded will ex- 


cuſe my endeavouting to extend it. 
C After 
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After evening Service, at a Country Church 
in Cornwall, the People, as is uſual, were di- 
vided into little Societies, in different Parts 
of the Church-Yard, many of whom ex- 
preſſed themſelves very warmly againſt the 
Jews; when one amongſt them, of a ſupe- 
rior Genius to the Commonalty, preſently 
ſpread a Report through the Church-Yard, 
that Moſes and Aaron were Jews; and no 
ſooner had this Report gained belief, than they 
united their whole Strength, forced open the 
Church Doors, pulled down Moſes and Aaron, 
and with them the Ten Commandments, 
and. conſumed them to aſhes in an Inſtant, to 
the general Satisfaction of the whole Village: 
The conſequence was, that the very People, 
who had ſo ſimply been led into this extra- 
vagant reſentment to the Portraitures of Moſes 
and Aaron, had a Tax levied on them the 
next Year, for repairing and beautifying the 
Church, in which was included the replacing 
of the Ten Commandments, and the former 
ſuitable ſupporters. The Application is ob- 
vious ; for certain it is, that when the prin- 
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cipal People of the State are divided amongſt 
themſelves, it takes off all Attention to the 
public Welfare ; and the middling and low- 
eſt Claſs of People, are thoſe who feel its 
Conſequence moſt.” 
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POSTCRIPT. 


Gentleman ſpeaking of the Friend- 
ſhip and Sincerity of Courtiers in ge- 
neral, was led into Converſation on the Cha- 
raters and Sincerity of two noble Brothers, 
eminent for their fine Parts and ſhining Abi- 
lities ; when it was urged by one of the Com- 
pany, that the younger was endowed with 
the greateſt Powers: It may be fo, replied 
the other, but I had rather have the eldeſt for 
my Enemy, than the youngeſt for my Friend. 
How juſt the Remark is, I will not take 
upon me to ſay: How great the Compliment 
is to one, at the Expence of the other, is too 


obvious to point out. 
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